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AS SEEN IN

HC

Hamptons Cottages and Gardens

(THIS PAGE) The entry
features a West EIm
mirror, a folding
stool and tri-legged
side table from
Serena & Lily, and
a clay table lamp
discovered at a flea
market. (OPPOSITE)
In the living room,
Wayfair floor lamps
flank an lkea sofa
and a coffee table
from Hildreth’s
Home Goods. See
Resources.

An established garden and a brand-new
Nouse are a match made in heaven

BY ALYSSA BIRD | PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAKE RAJS
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(opposITE) A neon sig
purchased from Et:
hangs above a be
designed by Ne
Berkus for Targe
a guest room; tl
bench is from Ik
(THIS PAGE) In a cor
of the living roon
hanging rattan cl
from Serena & Lily
a pouf from Etsy c
to afternoon reac
See Resou

Four years ago, renowned handbag designer Judith
Leiber and her arust husband, Gerson, sold off just over

half an acre of their Springs property to a developer,
who erected a 2,500-square-foot four-bedroom shingled
residence on the lot in late 2016. Soon after, New York—
based decorator Marina Hanisch and her husband,
John, who were looking for a weekend retreat in Springs
for their young famuly, toured the traditional-style new
build. “We fell in love with 1t upon entering the drive-
way, but continued to look at other listings,” recalls the

Manhattan-based decorator. “We kept going back to 1,

though. We knew 1t was our house. Springs 1s so roman-
tc, with a lot of history and a vibrant artistic community—ic
speaks to me as a designer.” One of the biggest draws of the
property: a meditation garden designed by Mr. Leiber
(he and his wife both died last year, just hours apart)
featuring a double row of 15-year-old pink rhododendrons
that bloom 1n carly June. ‘A different flower pops out every
couple of weeks. John and I sit in our Adirondack chatrs
and just take it all in. We feel lucky to be on a property
that was so thoughtfully designed.”

Hanisch was so taken with the garden that it ended
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olflgles
S SO romantic,
with a lot of
nistory and a
vibrant artistic
community —it
speaks to me
as a designer’

(THIS PAGE CLOCKWISE FROM a jute side table from
ToP) The master suite Anthropologie. A vintage
contains an RH bed, a Turkish runner amplifies
bench from Terrain, a the bright white bath.
photograph from One (opposiTE) Triangle decals
Kings Lane, and sconces and neon art from Urban
from Rejuvenation. In a Outfitters decorate a wall
corner, a rattan settee in the kids’ room. See
from lkea is paired with Resources.
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The patio overlooks
a profusion of
15-year-old pink
rhododendrons
planted by the late
Gerson Leiber. The
table and seating
pieces are from
West EIm. See
Resources.

up mspiring the mteriors. “T kepr the palette neutral, so

that the garden could rake center stage,” she says. *I wanted
those colors and textures to shine.” Furnishing the new digs
entailed a sprint to the finish line, since the couple closed on
the house in June 2017 and intended to enjoy the summer
there. I sourced a lot of vintage pieces through websites like
c¢Bay, Etsy, and Chatrish, which are great 1f you're crunched
for ime. And my favorite pastime 1s perusing local yard
sales, where I found both the vintage Bertoia chairs on the
screened-in porch and the rattan chair and ottoman 1n the
kids" room.” Another beloved score of Hanisch's: the pat-
terned wallpaper from Targer in the powder room. “It’s one
of the most inexpensive rooms 1n the house, but it always
makes me happy. There’s old and new, high and low, and
everything in between. [ wanted to create a home that’s
warm, relaxing, and not too precious—a place that could
really be used.”

And use 1t the family does. When Hanisch, her husband,
and their two kids aren't biking to the beach, the farmers’
market, or the general store, they spend most of therr ime
in the kitchen, on the screened-in porch, and on the back
patio, cooking, entertaining, and hosting friends and extended
family on summer weekends. “The porch 1s the most serene
space, and we're there during the fall and spring, too,” says
Hanisch. "We take our coffee in the morning while watch-
ing the bluebirds outside, we play board games during the
day, and at night, 1ts a great spot to have some wine with
friends. It’s tucked berween the kitchen, dining room, and
patio, so you hear all the noises of the house, including the
laughter of our son and daughter”

Outside, the only modifications include the nstallation
of a bluestone patio studded with “flowers that comple-
ment the garden” and some additional trees and perenni-
als i place of existing plants that were no longer in good
condition. "We're just trying to maintain what Mr. Leiber
started,” says Hanisch. "We take so much pride in living
here. We want to do it justice.”
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